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ABSTRACTS
02 NOVEMBER 2022 - WEDNESDAY
The Border-Zones of the Oikumene – An Integral Part of Herodotus` ‘Global History’
Reinhold Bichler

Speaking in modern terms, we meet in the Histories an Afro-Eurasian Oikumene, characterised by an impressive degree of connectivity. This, at least, concerns the domain of the Persian Empire and the world of autonomous Greek city-states. In my contribution, I shall concentrate on the extant by which the different border-zones of the Oikumene appear also included in the image of a globalized world, ‘globalized’ by means of ‘discovery’ or trade-expeditions, military campaigns, and conquest, organized by leading powers. A special focus will lay on the differences between regions still within reach of the Great-Kings’ power and areas situated outside from its ambitions for global dominance (as seen by Herodotus). Eventually, we shall not miss the author’s commentaries on our fatal greed for riches and power, interwoven in his colourful depictions of the edges of earth and its inhabitants. 

Herodotus and the Achaemenid-Persian World View – Some Considerations
Robert Rollinger 

This paper deals with a seminal passage in Herodotus´ Histories (7.9.2). In a famous speech to the Great King Mardonius offers a world view that can directly be related to Achaemenid-Persian royal inscriptions. The contribution offers a detailed discussion of the passage and addresses the important question of ancient Near Eastern ‘layers’ in the Histories and the transformation of these sources by Herodotus to create a work of its own.

Prophetic Time and the Organisation of Herodotus’ Histories 
Thomas Harrison 

Herodotus’ Histories include countless moments at which an earlier event appears to anticipate a later one, or the later episode seems to echo or even fulfil the earlier. Cambyses’ madness and death are followed by those of the Spartan Cleomenes; the Scythians’ flight from the Persians anticipates that of the Athenians before Salamis; scholars have also highlighted numerous ‘proleptic’ references in which Herodotus’ narrative appears to point forward to episodes later than the Persian wars. This paper looks at such patterns neither as ‘warnings’ nor as the product of a merely formal organisation to the Histories, but as the function of a profoundly different historical sensibility, one which is centrally informed by a belief in the prophetic potential of everyday events.

A Different Way of Writing History 

Carolyn Dewald

Herodotus is often given the title 'father of history', for his long account of how the Greeks came to victory over the Persians in the war of 481-479 BCE. By some conventional standards of historiography, however, he is not considered a 'real' historian. That role is left for his immediate successor, Thucydides, to fill, who wrote a 'properly' political and military account of the Peloponnesian War, which began about 50 years later. But in several ways, the comparative strangeness of how Herodotus went about constructing his long narrative of the Persian Wars can suggest to us in the early twenty-first century new and useful ways to understand and communicate the human past to others. Herodotus' use of many other people's reported accounts (his logoi), his authorial supplementary glosses supporting and explaining the context and significance of these accounts, and his frequent first-person intrusions in to the narrative as an onlooker, responding to and critiquing them -- all these show us a man who does not usually claim to be putting forth his personal views about 'what really happened' (Ranke's wie es eigentlich gewesen). Instead, he rather helps us understand the thoughts, emotions, and actions of the many individuals and peoples his Histories contain, and the causal connections that link these many individuals and peoples together. His history is truly, in Mikhail Bakhtin's terms, a heteroglossic one: many cultures, voices, many ways of seeing things are represented there. The cosmopolitan, inclusive vision of this man from Halicarnassus is worth taking seriously in our increasingly small and interconnected world.

It All Began Here: Herodotus and Near-Eastern Narrative

Ioannis M. Konstantakos

Herodotus was born in a city with mixed Hellenic and Carian population, and grew up in a region (south-west Asia Minor) which was in constant and close contact with the great states of the Near East, such as Lydia and Achaemenid Persia. He was thus in a privileged position in terms of communication and exchange with the cultures of the ancient Orient. In this paper I propose to explore Herodotus’ authorial debt to the narrative and intellectual traditions of the East with regard to major, macroscopic compositional tendencies of his historical oeuvre. Two fundamental narrative structures, which condition the organization of Herodotus’ material and the layout of his work, seem to have been inspired by characteristic techniques and thematic patterns of Near-Eastern texts or lore. 

Firstly, Herodotus conceives and recounts world history according to the typical structure of West-Asiatic and Egyptian king lists and chronicles: these latter works enumerate a series of successive rulers and record basic biographical data, key historical incidents, and occasionally picturesque anecdotes about the reign of each one of them. Herodotus assimilates this pattern and uses it both on a small and on a grand scale in his narrative. The individual historical sections (logoi) concerning particular peoples (Lydians, Egyptians, Medians) are constructed in the manner of a chronicle; the narrator lists a sequence of kings and offers briefer or longer reports of historical events and anecdotal tales for every name of the list. The Herodotean oeuvre as a whole is built on the same chronographic principle; a succession of Achaemenid monarchs (Cyrus, Cambyses, Darius, Xerxes) forms the framework, which is filled in with extensive accounts of each king’s exploits, wars, and other ventures. 
Secondly, Herodotus appears to have taken over from Near-Eastern storytelling the concept of the frame narrative, i.e. the tales emboxed inside other tales like “Russian dolls”. This technique first appears in ancient Egyptian novellas and story collections of the second and first millennium BCE, and subsequently spread all over the eastern world up to Iran and India, conditioning the layout of the great oriental narrative compilations, from the Book of Sindbad to the Pañcatantra and the Thousand and One Nights. Herodotus exploits this pattern already in the first and paradigmatic long novella of his work (the story of Solon and Croesus, 1.29-33) and then in various subsequent narrative sections (e.g. the account of the Spartans’ conference and Socles’ speech, 5.91-93). In all these cases one of the characters of the main narrative tells a series of didactic stories in close sequence, in the manner familiar from ancient Egyptian story collections (Papyrus Westcar, Tales of Petese) and from the Book of Sindbad. 
ἄνδρες ἐγένοντο ἀγαθοί
Herodotus On War and Courage

Rosaria V. Munson

Recent events, cataclysmic but man-made, have led some of us to rethink the notion of courage, especially courage in war. This topic is a specialty of our ancient sources, who were much readier than we are––or at least were until almost yesterday––to consider war as an inevitable aspect of inter-state interactions.  Greek ancient authors generally agree that war is a terrible pain-inflicting fact of life, yet in one way or another they all celebrate the courage of those involved in it as one of the highest human virtues.  Herodotus, who analyzes the causes and course of the Persian Wars while experiencing the more internal reality of the Peloponnesian War, is no exception. He is however unique among classical authors for his vast game-board, from East to West, and for his diachronically long system of historical explanation.  So: how does Herodotus ‘name’ and define courage? Does he extend this definition to what we would call ‘moral’ courage? What (if anything) makes his conception of war and courage different from that of other authors––his predecessors as well as other classical authors (such as Homer, Thucydides, and Plato)? 

The Discourse on Empire in the Histories of Herodotus 

Julian Degen 

Herodotus’ Histories are a fascinating and telling source for the history of the Classical World but their interpretation requires contextualization against several backgrounds. One possible context for reading Herodotus is the discourse on empire which was an important issue in Greek intellectual circles of his time. During the 6th and 5th century BCE the ruling class of the Achaemenid Empire has established and disseminated particular narratives in order to legitimize rule over the vast empire. These narratives included mental maps and tropes which were charged with ideological meaning. Interestingly, there is strong evidence coming from ancient Greek historiography that these narratives became elements in a vivid discourse on imperial power. And this makes it an important backdrop against which the Histories can be contextualized. My talk will be an attempt to assess the impact of the discourse on empire on Herodotus’ historical production, particularly focusing on Achaemenid politics during the so-called Persian Wars.

Pindaric 'Arrows' in Herodotus' Narrative on Cambyses: 
Psammos: Just a Sandstorm or also a Rebel(lion)?
Andreas Schwab

In this paper I examine the story about the disappearance of the Persian army of Cambyses sent against the Ammonians. At first, I will show that Herodotus' narrative of the campaign against the Ammonians contains some linguistic clues that are ambiguous to his Greek readers. These clues reveal hints of earlier Greek literature and elicit literary motifs and mythical references. Considering this background, could the narrative itself possibly contain a hint of a rebellion in the desert? I would like to address this question with a philological analysis of the dense and partially enigmatic text in which sand and the sandy desert (psammos) play a central role.
03 NOVEMBER 2022 - THURSDAY
Herodotus and the Persian Monarchy
Josef Wiesehöfer
Contemporary Greek perceptions of the end of Assyrian and Babylonian rule are strangely vague and uncommenting – with the exception of the views of the historical role of the Medes with whom the Persians were equated from the 540s onwards. However, this lacking interest ends with the subjugation of the Greek cities of Western Asia Minor by Cyrus. Authors like Aeschylus, Pseudo-Hippocrates and Herodotus recognize the new quality of Oriental rule; however, they above all look for explanations of the astonishing victories of Athens and the members of the Hellenic League. Herodotus, against the background of the history of ‚meetings’ of Orientals and Greeks, makes a distinction between an older oriental form of despotic rule, which he characterizes by illustrating their residences, and the new monarchy of the Persians, which he describes in more detail. With the Halicarnassian, the quality of the kings’ home country also plays a role; however, he focuses on the arrogance and blindness of the rulers, who, in case of doubt, do not follow the warners’ but the falcons’ advice, and who, with their expansionist policy, not only ignore the gods’ orders but bring about their own disaster as well as that of the noble élite of the Persians and the mass of their soldiers. Reinhold Bichler has rightly stressed in this connection the „self-critical potential“ of the Histories that characterizes the Greeks as similarly receptive to barbarian and despotic behaviour. Quite recently, it was also made clear that the stereotyped views of the barbarians only developed some time after the Persian Wars, that Greek views of the Persians of the 5th century in literature and art were always much more varied than thought before and must have oscillated between fascination and hostility, and that this debate has only come down to us in an almost exclusively Athenian garb.

The Great King before Athena. Xerxes in Athens and Ilion

Hilmar Klinkott

In Herodotus’ report the beginning and the end of Xerxes’ campaign to Greece is marked by two events which show in a kind of parallelism the Great King in a symbolic action of royal presentation: At Ilion and Athens the Persian king entered the acropolis of the city and carried out ritual acts before the Greek city goddess Athena. Beyond the peculiar situation of a Persian Great King participating non-Persian, so to say: foreign cult practices, in each case Xerxes is involved into symbolic setting which is symptomatic for royal presentation and legitimization in Mesopotamian traditions. At Ilion the Great King mastered the panic which took possession of his army, and at Athens his visit to the sanctuary of Athena was followed by the new sprouting of the sacred olive tree, there. The Great King shows himself in control of his army as well as ‘good gardener’ and thus as legal king according to the Achaemenid ideology. But Athens and Ilion are specific cities, intrinsically connected with the Troyan myth. In this context, both cities stand for a panhellenic fight reflecting on Herodotus’ initial event evoking the overall conflict of the Histories between ‘Europe’ and ‘Asia’. This context, too, illustrates the high intensity of Herodotus’ literary composition in these both important moments, which finally let question the historicity of the reported events against the background of aesthetic coordination.

Herodotos on the Propylaia Frieze of NKUA

Kostas Buraselis

The subject of the paper is the presentation of Herodotos on the Propylaia
Frieze of the University of Athens, a work of the significant Austrian
painter Karl Rahl (1812-1865) assisted by Eduard Lebiedzki. Herodotos’
person/personality is connected there with interesting testimonies in the
ancient literary sources on the ‘Father of History’ and the agonistic
tradition and spirit of Olympia.

Speeches in Context: Decision Making in Herodotus between Gods and Humans.
Hans Joachim Gehrke

An essential element of Herodotean interpretation of history is difficult for modern interpreters to comprehend: On the one hand, people are fully responsible for their actions; on the other hand, they are dependent on the will of the gods. An idea sometimes understood as "enlightened" is combined with a religiously influenced world view. How Herodotus establishes a connection here will be examined in the lecture on the basis of speeches in a narrative context. The example is a decisive passage, Xerxes' decision to go to war at the beginning of Book VII.

Herodotus and the Greek Oracle Sanctuarıes

Peter Funke

In the “Historiai” of Herodotus, sanctuaries have a central function for the cohesion of the Greek world of states. For Herodotus, the “common sanctuaries [theōn hidrýmata koiná]” were an essential element of the “Hellenikon” that connected all Greeks. The sacred landscape of the great Panhellenic sanctuaries formed a fixed frame of reference for the “Historiai”, in which the Greek oracle sanctuaries had a special significance, which will be analysed in more detail in this paper. It is less about the problem of the literary fictionalization and instrumentalization of the oracles in the Herodotean "Historiai", but rather about a localization of the oracle sanctuaries in the Greek sacred landscape imagined by Herodotus, which at the same time can be understood - even if only conditionally - as a contemporary reflection of religious spaces of action in the Greek world of states. 

The Irresistible Rise of Deioces: Kingship, Power and Politics in 5th century Greece.

Pietro Vaniceelli

The narrative of the rise to power of the Median ruler Deioces (Hdt. 1.96-100) is a highly sophisticated presentation and analysis of the mechanisms of monarchical power considered in the context of a process of state-formation. Underlying Herodotus’ account are traditions of different origins. The present contribution aims to illustrate these aspects (in particular by rethinking the relationship between this Herodotean narrative and the work that goes under the title of Anonymous Iamblichi) as well as to show how this narrative is related to Herodotus’ thoughts on kingship and power found throughout the Histories.

The Phocaean Logos and the Resistance to the Persians by the Peoples of Asia and the Greeks

Massimo Nafissi

The famous and lengthy account dedicated by Herodotus to the Phocaeans and their emigration to the West (1.163-167) arouses great interest in view of historical reconstruction, for instance in reference to Phocaean trade and its peculiarities, the reign of Tartessus, the religious attitude of the colonists, the Hellenization of the Etruscans of Caere, the relations between the new Velia and the cities of Magna Graecia. However, the narrative also has its own tight overall logic. Both the premise about the relationship between the Phocaeans and Arganthonios and the perjury of the returning citizens extol the choice of abandoning one's homeland to escape servitude.

The Phocean logos 'naturally' occupies a privileged position with respect to the apodeixis of Harpagos' expedition and the subjugation of Lower Asia by him (1.162-177.1). Herodotus not only gives the Phocaean logos considerable objective weight, but also constitutes it almost as a touchstone for the affairs of all the peoples of coastal Asia at this stage of their history. The narrative of the subjugation of these peoples, and that of the Phocaeans, seem to be illuminated by the oblique light of Athens' resistance to the Persians (of which the Phocaeans are presented almost as minor anticipators) and of an overall judgement on the Ionians of Asia, who know how to perform acts of valour, but in the end adapt themselves to servitude. From here to the accusation that they brought subjugation with the Persians to Greece is a short step. To some extent, however, in that valour there is also the premise for the Ionian revolt and the second Ionian rebellion, which the Ionians staged after Mycale.

04 NOVEMBER 2022 - FRIDAY
On the Historical and Ethnographic Method of Herodotus: 
Three versions of the origin of the Scythians

Askold Ivantchik

At the beginning of his Book IV (4-13), Herodotus sets out three versions of the origin of the Scythians, which came to his knowledge from various sources. Two of them are legends he heard during his visit to Olbia. The source of the first one was a Hellenized Scythian, and Herodotus accurately transmitted the Scythian legend, preserving even the Iranian names; this is actually an authentic Scythian legend. The second legend is also Scythian in origin but strongly Hellenized and was borrowed by Herodotus from the Olbian Greeks. Its popularity in Olbia is confirmed by independent data, including epigraphic ones. The third version is borrowed by Herodotus from one of his predecessors, an early Ionian prose writer. Despite its apparent historic character, it is based on a local Greek legend about the localization on the Bosporus of the entrance to the Underworld. The early history of the Scythians related in this version is an erudite construction created significantly later than the events described. An analysis of the three versions allows us to draw conclusions about the method Herodotus used in his ethnographic descriptions, about the nature of his sources and the way he dealt with them.

Herodotian Configurations of Rulers

Matthias Haake 

Herodotus wrote his histories in a world where autocrats were highly present in various ways, both discursive and real, and his work is a text full of different types of autocrats. In my contribution I will deal with Herodotian conceptions of autocracy and their narrative design.

Artemisia of Halikarnassos

Susanne Froehlich

The way Herodotus represents Artemisia of Halikarnassos has aroused the interest of researchers in various contexts. In order to examine the options for action granted to her in the Histories, my lecture takes a closer look at the roles Herodotus ascribes to Artemisia. As will be seen, his way of presenting Artemisia not only questions gender stereotypes, but also emphasises the figure's agency. It will be shown that the reactions of other focalizers to Artemisia's behaviour play a key role in her perception.

The Narrative of Conquest and Narrating Resistance (Herodotus 3.1-16): 

The Meaning of Structure in Herodotean Narrative, a Case Study

Elizabeth Irwin

Abstract: This paper conducts a detailed examination of the structure and organization of the first sixteen chapters of Book 3, the logos of Cambyses’ Egyptian campaign in order to demonstrate how Herodotus uses structure to replicate the events about which he writes. I will show the ways in which Herodotus uses the structuring of his narrative to enact the resistance of the Egyptians against their (from historical hindsight) inevitable conquest by the Persians, and to resist the way that these events will come to be remembered. In doing so, I argue that Herodotus replicates on a meta-level the struggle between ‘history as events’ and ‘history as logos’, using his own logos to resist (to the degree it can) the inevitable subjection of events of the past (erga) to their retellings (logoi), retellings that are necessary for past erga to have any existence in the present, and for the future.

Organizing the World: Observations on an Encyclopedic Endeavor
Christopher Baron
Scholars of the history or literature of past ages enjoy applying a phrase such as “the world of X” to the object of their study. The actual scope of that “world” may differ, depending upon the person’s activities, written or otherwise. Herodotus was just one man, who wrote just one work. But for those seeking knowledge of the ancient world, Herodotus and his Histories open up a window onto an enormous vista, due to his wide-ranging interests, expansive narrative, and the sheer volume of information he provides about the cultures he encountered. The process of publishing an encyclopedia on Herodotus raised intriguing questions and presented numerous challenges at the conceptual level. In a work which includes such incredible diversity of topics, how does one allocate space in a way which does not pre-determine outcomes, or favor one reading over another? How does one handle scholarly approaches which are no longer accepted, or still in dispute? In this paper I aim to discuss some of these issues and offer reflections on what they mean for the larger study of the ancient Greek world.

Herodotus in Turkish: A Preliminary Study on Herodotean Scholarship 

Oğuz Yarlıgaş
Herodotus is widely known in Turkish intellectual circles and although superficial in its nature it is a very familiar name even for those with a high school degree and everyone curious about him benefits from the translations of his work available to the Turkish audience. Herodotus has been commonly a point of reference in the works of Turkish ancient historians and those who deal with the relevant period, but works devoted to the critical assessment of the historian were very scarce until recently. This picture has been subject to change in the last decades as more and more studies in Turkish delve into Herodotus and his work. This paper will aim to evaluate the recent Herodotean scholarship in Turkey as well as to make an effort to illustrate the tendencies of Turkish ancient historians interested in this subject. In this way, perhaps we can also understand the motives and habits of the Turkish scholarship on Herodotus and his work, which is indispensable for the ancient history of Turkey without a doubt. 

Herodotus and the Leleges

Adnan Diler

The Leleges, who lived in the Halicarnassus peninsula adjacent to the Carian and Dorians, are among the Anatolian Iron Age peoples who were on the side of Trojans in the Trojan War. According to  Homer, the Leleges lived in the city of Pedasos, on the shore of Tuzla (Satnioeis) Stream, in the south of Troia, under the leadership of their king Altes (Hom. Il. XXI. 86-87). After the Trojan War, they left their homeland and left their mark in many regions they passed through and settled in the south, on the Halicarnassus (Bodrum) peninsula in Caria. Pedasos, that they abandoned, has now disappeared. According to Strabo, the Leleges founded eight cities on the Peninsula (Strab. XIII.1.59 [C 611]; Plin. nat. V.107). The most important of these cities has the name of Pedasa, which is the reflection of Pedasos, the main city of Altes. Located "beyond Halicarnassus inland from the coast" (Hdt. I. 175; VIII, 104), Pedasa is the neighboring settlement of Halicarnassus, the homeland of Herodotus.

Undoubtedly, written sources are the most reliable documents for the determination of the ethnic identity and cultural structure of a people. On the other hand, although there is a lot of information about them in written sources, the identities of the Carians and their ethnic and cultural connections with the Leleges are still a current problem that has been discussed for 200 years. While the historical information, mythology and stories mentioned in different written sources of different periods about the Lelegs, who are introduced as a branch of the Carians, the founding king, the hero, the invading people and even the serving people, are mixed in the east and west of the Aegean. Thus, the problem of how to read them arises. Within the scope of this presentation, the information given by Herodotus, a native of Halicarnassus, about the Leleges and their relations with the Carians, will be discussed through the current data obtained from the long-term research and excavations carried out in the Leleg settlements in the Peninsula, especially in Pedasa.
Herodotos and Halikarnassos

Mustafa Hamdi Sayar

In the last years of the 20th century, a 60-line metrical inscription was found in Bodrum, which refers to Herodotos as the Homer of historiography. It is also suggested that the spring of Salmakis, named after a nymph, was located where this inscription was found. According to two other inscriptions found in 19th century in Halikarnassos, it was a densely populated region inhabited by the Carians in the 5th century BC, before the city-state called Halikarnassos was founded. The names of more than twenty house owners are also known through the inscriptions. By means of these inscriptions, it is understood that Halikarnassos and Salmakis were two autonomous neighboring settlements in 5th century BC during the lifetime of Herodotos. Salmakis settlement became a part of the city of Halikarnassos in the first half of the 4th century BC after the capital of the Hecatomnid dynasty was transferred from Mylasa to Halikarnassos, as it was left within the walls built to protect Halikarnassos from external threats. Within the scope of the paper, documents pointing to the coexisting daily life of the city-state of Halikarnossos where Herodotos was born and raised and the area of Salmakis in the 5th century BC will be evaluated.
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